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CITY COUNCIL MEETING
       Date: May 5, 2025
       Time: 7:00pm
       Location: City Council Room, City Hall


ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPEN MEETING RECORDINGS: Any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session of a meeting, or may transmit the meeting through any medium, subject to reasonable requirements of the chair as to the number, placement and operation of equipment used so as not to interfere with the conduct of the meeting. Any person intending to make such a recording shall notify the Chair forthwith. All documents and exhibits used or referenced at the meeting must be submitted in duplicate to the City Clerk, as they become part of the Meeting Minutes. This information is also posted on the wall by the door for review.

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Mayor Anthony DaPrato.
Reading of Minutes
Motion by K. Seals to approve meeting minutes from April 21, 2025, 2nd by Moeller, motion carried.
Firework Stands
Discussion on whether ordinance should be changed due to new law allowing firework sales in Kansas year-round, no action taken. 
Royal Publishing
Motion by Lister for $145.00 ads in Royal Publishing for SFT sports team, 2nd by Seals. 
Maintenance 
Mercury Water Leak – Mercury hit a water main and a service line resulting in a large water loss. Consensus to charge water loss at retail price. Currently they are laying about 1,000 feet of fiber a day but talking about bringing in a 2nd drill making it 2,000 feet a day. The council would like to make road repairs calculated into damages along with all wages spent on the leak site since the incident. 
East Lake Dam inspection was completed by Abby Mills with BG consultants. A second opinion was completed by Ambrose Ketter. With all the rain it is hard to say exactly but it appears that the leak in the dam is growing. Ketter to get back with the City on ideas for improvement. 
There was discussion on how the City can track and keep updated records for waterlines to stay in compliance with KDHE’s waterline survey. Having citizens obtain a permit for underground work such as waterlines was discussed would help aid in keeping accurate records. Tom Barnes will do more research on such permitting. It might be as simple as Bretsnyder doing a quick visual inspection before the hole is filled in.
Park Committee
The Park Committee presented a solar light option. Each light would cost $1,500, pole $1,500 and the bases $1,000 totaling $49,000. They will be five-foot underground and 15 feet above ground. Maintenance is okay with doing the work. It was suggested to do a test core to make sure there wouldn’t be any rock issues. 
Zoning
Anthony DaPrato would like to put a 42’x80’ building at 410 N Topeka. He plans to level the hill where the cars are parked. Discussion on who is to pay for the sewer line. Motion by Lister to approve a 42’ by 80; building at 410 N Topeka, 2nd by Moeller, motion carried. Council president K. Seals signed permit, who will pay for the sewer line was tabled. 
Returned Checks
The City Office is receiving returned checks from repeat customers. It can take a significant amount of time to track down, reverse credits, apply charges and notify the customer. The council has agreed to raise the NSF charge to $30. Subject tabled until May 19th for a policy to be put into place. 
Executive Session
Motion by K. Seals at 7:53pm to go into an executive session for non-elected personnel to include the council, attorney, mayor, Chief Seals and interviewees for ten minutes returning to the council room at 8:03pm, 2nd by Moore, motion carried.
The council was in executive session for ten minutes with no decisions made.
Motion by K. Seals at 8:06pm to go into an executive session for non-elected personnel to include the council, attorney, mayor, Chief Seals and interviewees for ten minutes returning to the council room at 8:16pm, 2nd by Moeller, motion carried.
The council was in executive session for ten minutes with no decisions made.
Motion by K. Seals at 8:17pm to go into an executive session for non-elected personnel to include the council, attorney, mayor, Chief Seals and interviewees for ten minutes returning to the council room at 8:22pm, 2nd by Moeller, motion carried.
The council was in executive session for five minutes with no decisions made.
Police
There was discussion on starting officers’ pay rates and paying experienced officers more money. The council stated they follow the pay scale at $18.50. 
Motion by K. Seals to extend an offer contingent on psych evaluation and background check to Blake Coyle as a fulltime police officer at $18.00 an hour, 2nd by Moeller, motion carried, Coyle excepted. 
Motion by K. Seals to extend an offer Timothy Hsiao as a parttime police officer at $18.50 an hour, 2nd by Lister, motion carried, Hsiao excepted. 
Chief Seals had the AC fixed in her cruiser. She intended to have an activity report for the council but had some things come up.
Flower Box
City staff would like to plant the flower box outside. It needs new substrate, plants and decor. Motion by K. Seals to allow the flower bed to be redone not to exceed $200, 2nd by Moeller, motion carried. 
Off Agenda Items
The council wanted a follow up on Rec. Ball was to follow up with Rec and is absent from the meeting. 
Notes and FYI
The Mayors Summit is in Lyndon May 22, 2025, no council will be attending. 
Bills
Motion by K. Seals that the council looked at the bills, 2nd by Lister, motion carried. 
Adjourn
Motion to adjourn by Lister, 2nd by K. Seals, motion carried at 8:38pm.


NOTICE: The listing of Agenda items are those reasonably anticipated by the Chairman which may be discussed at the meeting. Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law.
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